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As ASEAN and the EU navigate a pivotal moment in their long-standing partnership, the Forum 
reflected on the outcomes of the 47th ASEAN Summit and related summits, which took place in 
Kuala Lumpur on 26-28 October 2025. With Malaysia concluding its successful ASEAN presidency 
and handing it over to the Philippines, the discussion offered an opportunity to look back at Malaysia's 
leadership throughout the past year and the progress achieved during its term, in particular given the 
formal accession of Timor-Leste to ASEAN as its 11th member state, the KL Peace Accord between 
Cambodia and Thailand and the signing of the ASEAN-China Free Trade Area 3.0. With the 50th 
anniversary of EU-ASEAN, as well as EU-Malaysia Relations approaching in 2027, the Forum also 
reflected in-depth on ASEAN-EU Relations beyond 2025.  

HE Dato' Mohd Khalid Abbasi Abdul Razak, Ambassador of Malaysia to the EU, delivered a brief 
presentation on the deliverables of Malaysia’s Chairmanship, the related 14 summits that were held 
throughout the year, and the outcomes of the 47th ASEAN Summit, setting the context for a 
forward-looking dialogue on how the Philippines’ incoming presidency could open a new chapter for 
deeper ASEAN–EU cooperation. The discussion highlighted emerging opportunities, challenges, 
shared priorities, and pathways to strengthen political, economic, and sustainable development ties as 
ASEAN and the EU move into a new era of partnership and enhanced engagement. 

The panel discussion focused on concrete steps to elevate ASEAN–EU relations beyond 2025, with a 
strong emphasis on moving from vision and strategy to action and implementation. The Panellists 
underlined that trust between ASEAN and the EU is already well established. The challenge lies in 
translating this trust into deeper, more comprehensive cooperation on the ground. 

H.E. Dato’ Mohd Khalid Abbasi Abdul Razak stressed the need to elevate Malaysia–EU relations 
toward a comprehensive partnership, aligned with ASEAN’s broader objectives vis-à-vis the EU. He 
also highlighted the importance of fulfilling the items included in the five-year plan of action agreed 
upon at the 45th Commemorative EU-ASEAN Summit, before upgrading the relations to a 
Comprehensive EU-ASEAN Strategic Partnership by the 50th anniversary of their relations by 2027. 
Increased engagement on both sides is deemed essential, with ASEAN being clear about its priorities, 
stressing the need for measurable deliverables to ensure sustained progress and accountability. The 
Ambassador emphasised ASEAN’s strengths, including, Critical Raw Materials, the region’s role as a 
reliable food producer for the world, its growing consumer market, young workforce, and its potential 
as a strategic partner in global supply chains and crisis response mechanisms. 

Mr Andrew Jacobs, Advisory Board Member of the ASEANChamEU, pointed to a period of strategic 
uncertainty within the EU, particularly regarding how it defines and operationalises a rules-based 



 

global order. He argued that ASEAN and the EU must deepen cooperation and connectivity, 
especially in the face of geopolitical fragmentation. On trade, he advocated for building upon existing, 
durable frameworks, such as Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreements (CEPAs), rather than 
starting from scratch. He further identified priority areas for enhanced sectoral cooperation, including: 

 

1.​ The Green Transition 
2.​ Supply chain security and diversification, particularly for raw materials and applied products 
3.​ The development of mutual standards 
4.​ Health cooperation and pandemic preparedness 
5.​ Education and skills development  

Mr Xavier Nuttin, Senior Associate and Member of the Advisory Board at EIAS, reflected on 
progress made in ASEAN–EU relations, referencing Herman Van Rompuy’s earlier observation that 
while partnerships and strategies are necessary, implementation is the next important step. He argued 
that both ASEAN and the EU now possess sufficient strategic frameworks; the priority must therefore 
shift decisively toward delivery. He stressed the importance of forums such as the East Asia Summit 
in reinforcing ASEAN’s centrality and ensuring the EU remains constructively engaged in the region. 

Mr Nuttin also cautioned against reducing ASEAN–EU relations to a purely trade-based partnership. 
Instead, he outlined five key avenues for deeper cooperation: 

1.​ Deeper regional integration, including increased ASEAN–EU trade and stronger involvement 
of citizens, in line with a people-centred ASEAN. 

2.​ Broadening relations beyond trade, encompassing political dialogue, security, education, and 
social cooperation. 

3.​ Climate change and biodiversity protection, where joint leadership and financing mechanisms 
could deliver global impact. 

4.​ Improving digital connectivity, including digital infrastructure, data governance, and 
technological cooperation. 

5.​ Choosing and defending multilateralism, reaffirming commitment to international law and 
rules-based cooperation over “might is right” power politics. 

The panel also underscored the urgency of speeding up Free Trade Agreement negotiations, removing 
non-tariff barriers, and reinforcing respect for the UN Charter. Speakers highlighted that a stronger 
EU economic presence in ASEAN could help balance growing competition from China and the 
United States, while offering ASEAN diversified partnerships and strategic autonomy. 

In conclusion, the discussion conveyed a clear message: ASEAN–EU relations have matured, but the 
coming years must focus on implementation, inclusivity, and ambition. With shared values, 
complementary strengths, and converging strategic interests, ASEAN and the EU are well positioned 
to enter a new phase of partnership beyond 2025. 

 

 


